
Education Update November 2021

The Lough Erne Landscape Partnership (LELP) focuses on the conservation and promotion of
Lough Erne’s landscape, character and unique heritage. 

The Lough Erne Education Programme is made up of a number of projects which provide
education opportunities and events across a board range of topics. Ultimately, this project aims to
create a legacy of individuals who are confident about their natural environment and can help to
conduct data science to learn more about their environment or support its conservation. 
For more information please contact Robyn Livingstone, Environmental Education Officer for
LELP via robyn.livingstone@rspb.org.uk. 
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During five days in late September and early October 2021 the Share
Discovery Village hosted in partnership with the Lough Erne Landscape
Partnership, the second Lough Erne Schools Convention.

Lough Erne Schools Convention

Previously held in 2019, the Lough Erne Schools Convention was a
one-day event, however this year, due to Covid19 restrictions, groups
of enthusiastic Key Stage 2 pupils from local primary schools were
welcomed over a series of five days. Each day, pupils from P5 to P7 got
to experience the Upper Lough Erne landscape from their canoes and
learn about its inhabitants and environments through workshops
provided by LELP partners. 

In total; thirteen different schools attended bringing over 500 pupils
to the Convention, and despite a couple of (very heavy!) rain showers
all teachers, pupils and providers enjoyed the activities provided.

Volcanoes and Earthquakes with
Cuilcagh Lakelands Geopark
Pond dipping and what lives in the
lake with Waterways Ireland
Seeds to trees and their
lifecycles with RSPB NI
Mini beasts and bugs with Buglife
Bulb planting and biodiversity
with Fermanagh and Omagh
District Council Biodiversity
Team

The following workshops were
delivered as part of the convention:

Thank you to all the partners, teachers and pupils who attended the
Convention, and for taking the time to provide feedback. We are
looking forward to the 2022 Convention already. If you have any follow
up work completed by pupils that you would be willing to share with us
(artwork, written pieces etc.) we would be delighted to receive these. 

Workshop Partners:  



On Thursday 7th October 2021, the Lough Erne Landscape Partnership
hosted two teacher training sessions as part of their Young Amateur
Naturalists Project. This education project aims to develop citizen
science and data collection activities across a range of different Key
Stages in schools.

Teacher Training October 2021

This training was delivered at Smith’s Strand, Lisnaskea by Field
Studies Ireland and involved teachers from both primary and
secondary education backgrounds. During the training teachers got
the opportunity to learn how to deliver environmental and biodiversity
activities in an outdoor setting with varying resources. 

This training was funded by DAERA Challenge Fund.
Thank you to all the teachers who attended, and took
the time out to provide feedback on this training. 

Upcoming Teacher Training Dates 2022

Wednesday 9th February AND 
Monday 14th March 2022. 

Following feedback from the Teacher Training held in October 2021,
we are now happy to offer further training in Outdoor Education and
nature-based activity. The next wave of FREE Teacher Training is on: 

This teacher training is made up of TWO sessions which will be
delivered in school grounds in Enniskillen, and teachers are
encouraged to attend BOTH sessions if possible. 

Using the landscape available to provide outdoor education, with a
focus on simple data collection activities for pupils.
Simple identification of trees, bugs and plants, stepping away from
Latin names, and focusing on improving general knowledge which is
usable for pupils.
How to best utilise your outdoor school space for data collection
activities and examples.
How to conduct comparative studies and enable pupils to propose
hypothesis and solve them.

 The Teacher Training will focus on the following:

This training is free and mileage costs will be covered. If you are
interested, please complete the expression of interest form 

https://forms.gle/7Bgbgpw8Drxa5Trg9


Forest Schools Training

LELP supported through funding from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund and in partnership with Fermanagh and Omagh District Council
and Cuilcagh Lakelands Geopark are continuing to support the
delivery of Forest Schools training to schools throughout the region. 

Following the appeal for applications in 2020, 10 schools have
completed their 6 week programme and a further 10 are currently in
the process of completing the training which is being delivered by NI
Forest School Association. 

The Forest Schools Programme aims to support teachers to
achieve their Forest School Leadership certification and
encourage schools to deliver outdoor learning within their grounds
to pupils of all ages.  Whilst places for year 1 and 2 of this project
are currently taken we will open the year 3 programme in 2022 for
applications from schools. 

Photographs from Jones Memorial Forest School, Enniskillen.

Partners:

Trees and their falling leaves provide us with lots of fun activities, why not create some art
using leaf prints (click here) or conduct a science experiment, extracting the chlorophyll from
leaves (click here).

National Tree Week is the UK’s largest annual tree celebration, marking the start of the winter tree
planting season (November to March each year). It is supported by The Tree Council and is a great
excuse to get outside and identify the trees close to or in your school grounds. 

Upcoming Data Collection Opportunities

National Tree Week 27th November to 5th December 2021 

https://lelp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Fallen-Leaf-Prints-art.pdf
https://lelp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Why-do-leaves-change-colour-experiment.pdf


The Big School’s Birdwatch is back in 2022 and the RSPB are
providing an excellent resource pack for teachers with everything
you need to get involved including identification cards and survey
sheets. Taking part is really easy, you just count the birds that visit
you school. Click here for more information and to register your
school now. 

Big School's Birdwatch 5th January to 22nd February 2022

Why not create some simple bird feeders to help encourage
birds to your school grounds over winter! Look at our how to
make a bird feeder guide here. Children can also be
encouraged to take part in the Big Bird Watch at home as
well. 

Upcoming Data Collection Opportunities

The Tree Council, in conjunction with the Daily Mail are offering free packs of 
fruit-bearing, wildlife-enhancing, carbon-storing orchard or fruiting hedgerow for 
your school! These free orchard trees and hedgerow packs aim to inspire teachers and pupils around
the country to get outdoors connect, learn, plant and care for trees. Teachers will also receive an
exciting set of resources, designed by teachers, that are linked to the national curriculum.

For more information and application guidance visit: https://treecouncil.org.uk/schools-
and-education/orchards-for-schools/

For more information and to apply visit:
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/living-places-and-spaces

Greening - planting more trees and plants in an area
rewilding - allowing nature to take over an area
water management - slowing rainwater before it gets to the drainage systems.

Closing on 17th December 2021, the Living Space and Places Grant from the National Lottery
Community Fund offers small scale capital grants of between £1,000 and £10,000. This grant is to
support communities by creating more sustainable and resilient outdoor spaces through:

Grant and Funding Opportunities

Living Spaces and Places Grant from Community Fund

Orchards for Schools from The Tree Council 

The types of projects that could be funded include community gardens, pocket parks and forests,
allotments, rain gardens, green roofs, ponds and living walls or vertical gardens, installation of
outdoor furniture or features to encourage usage and measures to encourage walking, wheeling and
cycling.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-birdwatch/
https://lelp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Nature-bird-feeders.pdf
https://treecouncil.org.uk/schools-and-education/orchards-for-schools/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/living-places-and-spaces


The Lough Erne Landscape Partnership recently provided
grant application support to St. Aidan's College, Derrylin to apply 
for the Rural Community Pollinator Grants by Live Here Love Here 
and are delighted that the College have successfully been award a 
grant to develop their school grounds. 

Robyn Livingstone, Environmental Education Officer
Email: robyn.livingstone@rspb.org.uk

Socials: @LoughErneLP

LELP Email: info@lelp.org.uk

Website: www.lelp.org.uk

If you would like to discuss
anything in this newsletter

further, please don't
hesitate to get in touch. 

Application Success and Support

Keep in touch

LELP is a partnership between: 

Lough Erne Education Programme is delivered through funding
from:

Education Forum 

On Tuesday 30th November 2021, the Lough Erne Landscape Partnership are hosting an Education
Forum for organisations and group's involved in the delivery of natural heritage education
programmes. The aim of this education forum is to bring together those involved in formal and
informal educational activities in the region. 

https://www.facebook.com/LoughErneLP/
https://www.instagram.com/loughernelp/
https://twitter.com/LoughErneLP
https://lelp.org.uk/

